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dresser, two of which are similarly on the unit tirm.
It is fortuitous whether students do medicine or surgery
first, but in the opinion of the directors it is more advan-
tageous to do medicine first and also to be attached to the
unit firm for the last two months in ’either subject. In the
future it is hoped by the directors that two months’ work as
clerk or dresser will be postponed to the second clinical year,
so that the practical study of general medicine and surgery
will be continued up to the end of the student’s hospital
career.
All students spend two months attached to each unit firm.

On the medical side the unit clerks take cases among the
tubercle patients under Dr. S. J. Martin, Dr. H. Batty Shaw,
and Dr. F. J. Poynton; children and infants under Dr.
McNee ; heart cases under Dr. T. Lewis, and nerve cases
under Dr. Walshe; and their time-table is arranged to
include rounds with these members of the staff.
Pathology.-The pathology of the cases under the care of

units is at present done in the pathological department,
where the senior students hold clerkships and learn tech-
nique. The surgical unit proposes shortly to add to its staff
a pathologico-surgical registrar, who will work in labora-
tories to be erected near the wards and will be responsible
for the pathology. The sections will be cut and stained by
students on the unit firm under his supervision; the patho-
logical department of the hospital will thus not receive the
pathological material from the unit firm as a routine, but
will act as consultants when required.
On the medical side the unit clerks at present do the

sputum and urines, but when laboratories are developed in
direct connexion with the wards more pathological work will
be done by the clerks and medical staff of the unit. It is
considered that the students doing the clinical work must
collect more of the pathological evidence themselves in
order that they may learn to appreciate its value in diagnosis.

TUBERCULOSIS IN WALES:
THE WORK OF THE WELSH NATIONAL

MEMORIAL.

TEN years ago this month the King Edward VII.
Welsh National Memorial (Tuberculosis) Association
was inaugurated. When the tuberculosis provisions of
the National Health Insurance Act, 1911, came into
force this Memorial Association, a voluntary institution
owing its existence largely to the financial generosity of
its president, Major David Davies, received support
from various Welsh health authorities, who delegated
to it their responsibilities with respect to the treatment
of tuberculosis. Steadily through the last decade the
Association has been consolidating its position, skilfully
guided through some local opposition and many pitfalls
by its general director, Mr. D. W. Evans.
The past 12 months has been especially momentous

in its history. In the first place its position as a Welsh
national institution was fully recognised when their
Majesties, accompanied by Princess Mary, opened the
North Wales Sanatorium for women and children at

Llangwyfan, overlooking the far-famed Vale of Clwyd,
and the South Wales Sanatorium for men and

boys, placed in scarcely less beautiful surround-

ings at Talgarth; then it is able to record that the
last outstanding health authority in the Principality,
Pembrokeshire, has thrown in its lot with the Associa-
tion, moved thereto by discovering that the expenses
involved in a separate tuberculosis scheme would mean
a 5d. rate as contrasted with the ld. rate asked by the
Association ; next it can point out that a stern financial
battle with the Treasury authorities to obtain full

recognition has resulted in its favour; and, finally, it is
enabled, owing to private generosity, to announce the
foundation of a chair of tuberculosis in the Welsh
National School of Medicine, the occupant of which is to
be principal medical officer of the Association, so holding
a unique position. These four facts are no mean

achievements to record as the result of post-war
activities.
The work of the Association is carried on by pooling

the resources of the Principality ; this enables the most
up-to-date treatment to be established in economic units,
surgical cases being drafted to specialised hospitals,
medical cases to others, and sanatorium cases to yet
other specialised institutions. Every advantage to the
patients and to economic management is in this way

obtained. The Association has at its disposal, dis-
tributed over some 14 institutions, between 1100 and
1200 beds, a total which is being steadily increased.
The medical staff numbers over 20 and is also being
rapidly increased. These increases are needed to cope
with the flow of work, as may be seen from perusal of
the annual report for the year ending March 31st, 1920,
which has just been issued with commendable prompti-
tude.’ The following summary table is of interest in
this connexion :&mdash;

I The result of sanatorium treatment is summarised in
the next table, which wisely is not brought forward
further than 1918, since more recent figures in Columns 4,
5, and 6 would obviously be fallacious for comparison
with previous years. Indeed, in relation to this table
we should like to be informed when the figures for
previous years cease to be revised. Some period, say
five years, should be fixed, since, for instance, everyone
included in Column 2 must with effluxion of time finally
appear in Column 6.

Return of Patients ueho were Discharged from Sanatoriums from
the Year 1912 to 1918.

One activity calls for special reference. The renewal
of the education campaign under the direction of Dr.
R. Owen Morris, which was developing on excellent
lines when interfered with by the war. This campaign
is built on the sound foundation that treatment will
never eradicate tuberculosis, but that " the community
must learn the principles and practice of hygienic living
and the methods of prevention." This campaign should
be more widely extended ; 357 lectures in schools and
23 public lectures are insufficient for the Principality.
We note that a colony for training discharged Service

men suffering from tuberculosis is being embarked upon
in connexion with the Talgarth Sanatorium. Valuable
information as to the efficacy of after-care through this
form of industrial convalescence should in this way be
obtained, which may be expected to result in the
Association extending it from ex-Service men to
civilians, victims of peace-time conditions. We feel
some confidence that ere long no sanatorium will be
considered complete without special workshops suited
to the special needs of those local industries from which
the patients are drawn.
The report further contains the welcome information

that a scheme of research work only awaits the appoint-
ment of the principal medical officer to be undertaken.
We have long felt the coping-stone the Association
needed to its structure was closer coordination of
medical work directed more particularly towards
research, for which the facilities at the disposal of the
Association are admirably suited. We look forward to
information in the next annual report stating that
action has commenced on these lines. From such action
valuable results must ensue.

1 Annual Report for the Year Ending March 31st, 1920, of the King
Edward VII. Welsh National Memorial Association. W. Whittington
Neath.


